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CMHS President’s Message 

Greetings Members and Friends, 

The CMHS board welcomed Crystal Boyd to our April meeting. Crystal has 17 years of expe-

rience working with museums, historical societies, and government agencies in Minnesota. 

You can read more about the purpose of her visit, and resources available for members who 

would like to get involved. 

I am pleased to announce the CMHS has received a Legacy Grant from the Minnesota His-

torical Society for the purpose of collection assessment and long-term preservation planning. 

We will engage the Midwest Art Conservation Center (MACC) to assess our collection and 

provide recommendations. You can read more about it below. 

If you are familiar with the Minnetonka Mills business district, you will remember the Bennis 

Feed store and Gas Station (which is now Station Pizza). We have included this month an ex-

cerpt from an interview with Chuck and Charla Bennis, who owned Bennis Feeds for many 

years. 

Welcome to our newest CMHS Board Member, Kara Bancroft. 

We are looking for volunteers! Are you a history buff? Have you ever wanted to be involved 

in historic renovation or research? Do you have time on your hands and want to give back to 

your community? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may be interested in 

volunteering to serve on the City of Minnetonka Historical Society Board of Directors or pur-

sue other volunteer opportunities for the society. 

For more information, click on the following link.  

https://www.minnetonka-history.org/volunteering 

or send us an email at: minnetonkahistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

Warmest regards, 

Jan Cook 

President 

mailto:https://www.minnetonka-history.org/volunteering
mailto:minnetonkahistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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The City of Minnetonka Historical Society is thrilled to have recently been awarded a Legacy grant 
for a collections assessment and long-range preservation plan. CMHS will team up with expert con-
servators from the Midwest Art Conservation Center (MACC) on the project. The MACC conserva-
tors will spend two days this summer assessing our collection - noting storage materials, conditions, 
etc. in order to make recommendations for improvement. (A friendly aside from your CMHS collec-
tions manager: if you want to save those family photos and documents for your great-great-great 
grandkids, sunlight and humidity are not your friends! Keep those precious mementos in an acid-free 
box somewhere dark, dry, and temperature-controlled.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
As always, if you have an object you are interested in donating to City of Minnetonka Historical So-
ciety, please contact Stephenie Herrick via email stephanie.herrick@cityofminnetonkahistory.org.  

CMHS Collections Update 2024 

 

 

We recently welcomed Kara Bancroft to the board. She is a 5th grade elementary teacher. 

My interest in history really developed after visiting Washington DC and touring the Ford's 
Theater Campus. There was something about being there that made the history I'd learned 
earlier feel so real. Minnetonka's past has many great stories, from milling and farming to 
streetcars and the 7-Hi Drive In. When I moved to Minnetonka, I started researching the his-
tory of my neighborhood. The stories and pictures of what has come before have helped me 
see a more complete picture of my own neighborhood's story. During my time on the board, 
I hope to help others connect to the past, right out their back door.  

Thanks to Paul Kellner for his donations of a scythe and horse harness parts 

*This project was made possible in part by the 

people of Minnesota through a grant funded by 

an appropriation to the Minnesota Historical 

Society from the Minnesota Arts and Cultural 

Heritage Fund.   

mailto:stephanie.herrick@cityofminnetonkahistory.org
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     Crystal Boyd attends our CMHS Board Meeting 

The Minnetonka Millwheel 

Over the last several years, CMHS has been looking for ways to provide histor-

ical background and education about the Indigenous Peoples in the Minneton-

ka area. In he words of Peggy Flanagan, member of the White Earth Band of 

Ojibwe and Minnesota’s Lieutenant Governor, when endeavoring to tell the 

story of Indigenous Peoples in Minnesota, tell the “complete story with accura-

cy, dignity and respect”. This is exactly what we wish to do in our community – 

where to start has been the question. As a Board, we decided the best way to 

follow her advice was to invite Indigenous speakers to tell their story and find 

resource materials provided directly by these sources. This exploration led us 

to local historian Crystal Boyd who has broad and deep experience in bringing 

the Indigenous Peoples story to life in local communities. We invited her to a 

recent CMHS Board meeting to help us sort out ways in which we could pro-

vide community education with respect and dignity. She provided a wealth of 

knowledge and endless ideas about how to make a credible connection to the 

story that is relevant, fact-based and respectful to all. If you are interested in 

volunteering to make this happen in our community. 

Please contact Lisa Fowler, CMHS for further information. 
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New Oral History interview transcription with 

Charles and Charla Bennis. 

We would like to thank Wendy Johnson for donating 10 in-

terview tapes that her mother Betty Johnson, (Past Min-

netonka Historian), made with Minnetonka residents.  

We have recently digitized and transcribed them preserving 

the first person memories of life in Minnetonka in the 1900s. 

This issue we'd like to feature part 1 of Betty’s interview with Chuck and Carla Bennis. For fifty 

years they owned the Bennis Feed and Gas Station on Minnetonka Boulevard next to the Dairy 

Queen that is now Station Pizza. Chuck Bennis was born in 1929. His father had lost his farm in 

the beginning of the depression and made a living as a plumber. When Chuck was the a little 

boy, they first lived in a store by the Minnetonka Town Hall. Then his folks moved across the 

street to the gas station in 1934. (Station Pizza today).  

This site has a long history in Minnetonka Mills dating back to 1877 as the general store that Ed-

ward Eidam built next to the mill on Minnehaha Creek. Later it was owned by Walter and Clara 

Frear from 1892 to 1900. Their son Dana Frear has written an historic manuscript of the history 

of Minnetonka Mills. In 1906 the Frear Store was moved to Deephaven, and later a chicken 

shack restaurant and gas station were built on the empty foundation. 

                                                =========================== 

Excerpt from the transcript of the 2009 Betty Johnson interview with Chuck and Charla Bennis: 

Chuck: Somehow or the other, where our station is now, it had living quarters in it, and a small 

room for what we call the oil room for taking care of the pumps, which were closed, you know, 

there was no activity at all. And this was a one-story building, so then my mother and dad decid-

ed to move down there in 1934 because it was a smaller building and would be a lot easier to heat 

and maintain, and stuff like that, and they rented it, you know. And the attorney that was han-

dling the building was Timmers. And after living there for a year or two, the attorney came out 

and talked to my dad and asked him if he wanted to buy the place, you know, and my dad said, 

you know, there's no way he couldn't afford to buy it. He said, well, we'll give you, you take your 

rent that you've paid in so far, and we'll make that as a down payment. Wow. I mean, they want-

ed to get rid of the building so bad, you know, and so he accepted it.  

And then every once in a while somebody would stop and, and ask my, my mother, you know, is 

the gas pumps open? She said, no, they're not open. And this kept going on and on, you know, 

and so finally she took it upon herself. She called Huey Coyle over in  

Hopkins. He was a standard oil dealer and ordered, I guess, 50 gallons of gas or something,  

I don't know, just a minimal 

amount, you know, and so that's 

how it started. 

Betty: There had been a gas station 

before that? 

Chuck:Yeah, there had been a gas, 

there was three pumps out there, 

yeah. Well, the kind that you pump 

up by hand. And so that's how it 

started. It started from that 50 gal-

lons and finally we got to the point 

where we were selling 100,000 gal-

lons a month from, from zero. 

Betty: And it was all because your 

mother ordered. She got tired of 

people asking and having to say no.  

 

 

 Charles                    Charla  



 

 

Chuck: She did. Yeah, and she did it by herself. And Dad was plumbing, my dad was a plumber,  

And so then when I got to be probably 9 or 10, I started waiting on cars too, you know. And they'd go shopping 

on Saturday. 

They'd go to Hopkins to the Red Owl and, and I would take care of the station. In fact, I remember... 

Ernie Quam next door, you know, he had a garage there. 

Well, there was times when Ernie would come and get me and tell me he had to go someplace. And I would run 

from our station to his station to wait on a car.  

Betty: So you were watching both at the same time.  

Chuck: Both at the same time. Now you got to understand, I mean, there was like three cars would stop a day, 

you know. So, and Ernie and Quam, I mean, to me, we were, absolutely good friends.  

Betty: About the same age or was he someone older? Oh no, he was much older than I was. Okay. 

Chuck: Yeah, but as far as the competition or competitors, we were, we weren't competitors. We were just, we 

were friends. But that was pretty comical. And I was probably only, well, I don't know, maybe 12 years old. 

Yeah, I actually even worked for Ernie sometimes, you know. When I was really young, I would take the en-

gines apart, and then he'd put them back together.  

Betty: Oh, fun. Well, they had their house there too, didn't they?  

Chuck: Yes, it was over about where the grocery store is now. Glenn's grocery store. (Holiday Station today) 

So the Quam’s garage was next door to Hagen's Hardware Store.  

Betty: Then there was a little barbershop tucked back in, and then there was what is now Dunn Brothers. That 

was a grocery store. (People’s Organic today, next to the Dairy Queen). 

Chuck: Yeah, that was Louie LaPointe's grocery store. And then... And Ernie Quam’s garage was right next 

door to that to the east. 

Betty: When we moved in here, there was a picture that Ernie showed us, (see below), that between Bennis and 

LaPointe was, what did they call it? Artcraft Welder's Building. They made decorative wrought iron work that 

people, and we, I think our builder bought it for our front steps, too. It was a white building with windows. 

That was owned by … 

Charla: Pauline and Charlie Bear. They bought it from Hagen, who bought the building from Roy Seck. Yeah. 

Oh, so Hagen owned both stores eventually. Both buildings. Yeah. The hardware store at that time was a dime 

store. More like a general store and, but a dime store. And Dan Bigg, Hazel's father used to sit at the desk in the 

candy store part. He’d help out wherever it was that he was  

needed. And Roy Hagen was busy being a builder, so actually Hazel pretty much ran the store. And before that 

it was owned by Roy Seck and his sons Vern and Alan. And before that was Louie LaPointe’s grocery store. 

Family Fruit was at the other end of Minnetonka Mills (Holiday Store today), and that was Vosko and Olson 

and later Ed Lavack who owned the grocery store there. 

Betty: According to the county records, your building was built in 1934, and Roy Hagen’s building was built in 

1947. And Dunn Brothers (People’s Organic today), was built in 1901.  

It’s the oldest building in the mills today. 

 

 
Excerpt edited by Bill Jepson CMHS.   

Bennis Feed and Fuel around 2000 
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Greetings from the   City of Minnetonka Historical Society 

The City of Minnetonka Historical Society is an independent, non-profit organization founded 
in 1970 as the successor to the Minnetonka History Commission.  We are a non-profit dedicat-
ed to preserving Minnetonka’s past. Our mission is to protect, preserve and promote our 
unique history for generations to come.  In order to fulfil our mission, we are dependent on 
member support and appreciate your continued help.  
 

Benefits of membership 

         •         Voting privileges.  You’ll have a “voice” in preserving Minnetonka’s past. 

       •         Subscription to The Millwheel, our semi-annual newsletter. 
       •        Discounts on Society events. 

      •         Invitations to our community education programs. 
       •        Support the maintenance and operation of the CMHS Museum  

      •         Support the preservation of CMHS’s ever-growing archival collection. 

Levels of membership 

•         $15.00 Youth (ages 25 and under) 
•         $25.00 Individual 
•         $40.00 Family 

•         $75.00 Small Business Sponsor 

•         I would like to provide additional assistance in the amount of $_______ 
 

*The City of Minnetonka Historical Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit; your donation is tax deductible as allowed by law. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------- 

Name* _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address* _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone *__________________ 
 
Email* _____________________________________________________________    *Required 
 

Membership Level (check below) 
 

Individual ___ 
Youth ___ 
Family ___ 
Small Business Sponsor ___ 
 
City of Minnetonka Historical Society 
c/o City of Minnetonka 
14600 Minnetonka Blvd. 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 
Website: minnetonka-history.org 
Thank you for your continued interest and support!   

https://www.minnetonka-history.org

